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MOLD INSPECTIONS MADE THOROUGH WITH THE 
ASSISTANCE OF HIGHLY TRAINED DOGS
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ü How Does it Work

ü Respecting Guidelines?

ü Why use Mold Detection Canines ?  

ü My History using Mold detection Canines

ü Case Studies

QUESTIONS ???

AGENDA
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VIDEO (24 sec)

BRIE, SEEKING FOR MOLD 
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ü Schools,

ü Hospitals,

ü Health Clinics

ü Offices

ü Residences

ü Churches

ü Pre purchase

ü Hidden defect

ü Health cases 

CANINE MOLD 

DETECTION FOR 

MORE THAN 12 YEARS.
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RECIPE FOR MOLD

+
Dampness

Organic material
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HIDDEN MOLD

Often found 
Hidden within 
wall
cavities and 
under floors
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Canine Alert
Hidden Mold

HIDDEN DRY MOLD
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HIDDEN MOLD

May be 
negligible
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HIDDEN MOLD

Abundant 
Mould
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Slide 05

HIDDEN MOLD
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1) Air sampling is not a reliable 

diagnostic tool

GUIDELINES (Notably) 

False negatives:

Variations: temperature, humidity,

air mouvement, different 

air infiltration rates etc.

Air limits not reliable
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RESPECTS STANDARDS? 

- Hidden mold detection is necessary to 
be in compliance with all well respected
guidelines.

New York City Protocol
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WHY USE MOLD DETECTION CANINES?

In the absence of exposure limits, results 
from tests for the presence of fungi in air 
cannot be used to assess risks to the 
health of building occupants.
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WHY USE MOLD DETECTION CANINES?

• Visual Inspection

• Hidden Mold

• Decontamination (New York City Protocol & 
Canadian Construction Guidelines).

CONSENSUS ON INSPECTION METHODS
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WHY USE MOLD DETECTION CANINES?
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RESULTS

Remove complete wall

Remove  4 feet from the
floor..

Locate and decontaminate

Remove 2 feet from the 

floor.
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RESULTS
DAY CARE CENTER
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.

WHY USE MOLD DETECTION CANINES?

CAN HELP LOCATE:

üPlumbing leaks
üInadequate insulation
üRoof leaks
üFoundation cracks
üFaulty French drains
üSump pump repairs
üEtc.
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. KEY

One step

ü Mold detection (dry and damp),

ü Locate

ü Decontamination protocol
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ü Develop mold decontamination
Protocol

NY City Protocol

Mold guidelines for the 
Canadian construction Industry CCA82

KEY
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Slide 02

MEET THE TEAM  OF TECHNI-CHIENS

Sheba
Brie Dot

Micro
Mascot
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.

O’LIVIA 

(R.I.P.) 

2003 – 2017 
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Telephone…  I would like your dogs 

to carry out the inspection

I am the industrial hygienist
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Word of mouth !!

Certified Laboratory analysis results : 

Abundant mold growth:  Genii: Cladosporium Penicillium

HOW ABOUT IN COURT?FAQ : 
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Normal air sampling results Hidden Abundant 
mold growth

MY HISTORY ON USING MOULD DETECTION CANINES
1997:
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Hidden mold uncovered in a school 

where air testing failed after 10 years.

MONTREAL DAILY NEWSPAPER HEADLINE
Published August 28th 2012.

Case no. 1
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Case no. 3
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MY HISTORY: 2005-2006

QUALITY CONTROL MANDATE

POST MOULD DECONTAMINATION

Hospital in Saint-Hyacinthe Québec Canada
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Case no. 2
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SURFACE MOISTURE READINGS DEMONSTRATE DRY SURFACES



PLAINTIFF:

Employee representatives for teachers 

Complaining of respiratory problems.

DEFENDANT:
School Board indicates that they carried out

Inspections for mold and hired consultants.  

They were confident that mold was not present.

COURT CASE: 
Case no. 1

31



PLAINTIFF:

Request that a mold inspection be held with the 

mold detection canine.

DEFENDANT:
School Board, refused indicating that a thorough

investigation has already been held and that

mold was not an issue.

COURT CASE 
Case no. 1
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JUDGE:

Forced the school board to cooperate in allowing 

an inspection for mold with the canine.

COURT CASE 
Case no. 1
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Case no. 1
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5 years: Employees complain about eye, throat,

sinusitis, asthma, headaches for more than 5 years.

Repetitive air sampling and mold inspection 

did not reveal mound contamination.

CASE No. 2: 
GOUVERNMENT HEALTH CENTER
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GOVERNMENT HEALTH CENTER 

ABUNDANT VISIBLE MOULD

Case no. 2
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GOVERNMENT HEALTH CENTER 

HUMIDITY ON THE GYPROCK

Case no. 2
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.

Reference: Le Journal
Infos Syndicales novembre 2007
http://sttcssslt.tripod.com/doc/journalnov07.pdf

Humans trust dogs

Case no. 2
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GOVERNMENT HEALTH CENTER 



OPERATING ROOM (SURGERY)
Case no. 4
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CASE STUDY (HIDDEN DEFECT) 

Case no. 5
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OTHER CASES….

• Quality control inspections post other companies inspection 
and report.

• Architect request to assist in locating building envelope
anamomolies.

• Review insurance company decontamination protocol

• Prepurchase inspections.
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FAQ – CANINE HEALTH
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FAQ : DETECTION WITHIN CEILINGS

43



.

RESPECTS STANDARDS?

- Tool used to present legal cases backed up by
laboratory findings of bulk samples matched to 
photographs.

- Hidden mold detection is required by all 
guidelines.

- Tool to held map out mold and determine
the decontamination level as per the NY City Protocol

SUMMARY
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The mold detection canine, an essential tool in the 
compliance of North American Guidelines with regards 
to mold detection 
Anne O’Donnell, M.sc.; C.I.H., Montréal, Québec, Canada.  HSST Conseils Inc.

1. Hidden mold detected within wall cavities and 
floors.

2. Dry mold is detected (no instrument is able to locate
the dry mold such as humidity meters and the 
infrared camera).

3. Can help locate plumbing leaks, inadequate
insulation, roof leaks, foundation cracks, lack of/or 
faulty french drains, sump pump malfunction, 
architectural problems leading to water infiltration.

4.  Many cases where the canine detected mold
where other consultants or government experts
failed. 45



NORTH AMERICAN GUIDELINELINES 
HIDDEN MOLD MUST BE ADRESSED 

RECOMMENDATION:

Ø IMPROVE STANDARDS

Identify the use of canines as one of the tools available to 

locate hidden mold
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. QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS????
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FUN RUN Sept. 16 2018 – Canicross
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SKI-JORING
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